
A surprise around every corner in the Liverpool Plains 

 

Get a group of friends together for three days of discovering the hidden gems of the Liverpool Plains 

in this three day self-drive itinerary, learning about the local history and farming practices, tasting 

produce and admiring art, all whilst enjoying the breath-taking backdrop of the undulating hills and 

never-ending plains. A 4.5 hour drive from Sydney and a leasurely 3 hours from Newcastle or just 

under an hour south of Tamworth on the New England Highway will take you to Willow Tree, your 

home for the next three nights. 

All the drives start and end in Willow Tree, the gateway to the Liverpool Plains. Stay at the Willow 

Tree Inn, famous for its steak and luxurious accommodation. 

 

 

       



 

Day one: Heritage 

Drive time: 2 hours in 15-20 minute lots 

Start your day with breakfast at the Gate Café adjoined to the Information Centre. While waiting for 

your breakfast, stroll through the Kamilaroi, a Highway a People Display at the front of the 

Information Centre and learn about the custodians of the land you are standing on, their traditions 

and lifestyle. Before continuing your trip, pop into the Information Centre to grab a Visitor Guide to 

the Liverpool Plains and let the friendly staff fill you in on all the secrets of the Plains.  

Head north on the New England Highway towards Tamworth. A 15-minute drive will take you to 

your first stop in a village with the melodic name Wallabadah. Drive through town and you will find 

the First and Second Fleet Memorial Garden on your left. Take your time to stroll down the path 

winding around a big garden bed (which is in the shape of Australia!), reading the names of the 

people on the sand-stone tablets, boat by boat.  The boats with very little names were the supply 

ships not carrying any convicts. At the end of the path you pass a big information board with a map 

of the route of the first fleet and lots of interesting information. The second fleet section is smaller 

but not less interesting, make sure you read the stories on the sails! 

Facilities: toilets, showers, picnic tables 

 

Drive onto the Wallabadah road to Quirindi, our nest in the hills. Stroll down George Street, and 

whilst browsing the shops, have a look at the pavers where you find stock brand marks from local 

sheep and cattle stations. The stories behind these brand marks are written on story boards near the 

library and the clock tower at the roundabout. 

The Historical Cottage and Museum on George Street will fill you in on the rest of the local history. 

Time stands still as soon as you walk through these doors, everything from dresses to kitchen 

paraphernalia and wedding photos fill these walls up with history and past experiences from those 

right here in the Liverpool Plains. Afterwards, enjoy some lunch and a nice drink in one of the many 

pubs or cafes in Quirindi before going on a nice relaxing walk along the creek taking in the beautiful 

scenery and our newly painted murals that honour the Aboriginal heritage of our towns right here in 

Colleen Green Park. 



 

Head up to the who’d A Thought It Lookout, which you will find on Ray Carter Drive, off the 

Kamilaroi Highway towards Gunnedah to marvel at spectacular panoramic views from the Great 

Divide to the Breeza Plains. If you feel like going down your own memory lane, drop into Bob’s Shed, 

which is half way to the Lookout. The Shed is full of memories: a General Store straight out of the 

40ies, a Pub filled with Memorabilia, cars, motorbikes and a Peter Brock Memorabilia collection that 

even Peter himself would be envious of! Bob and Maralyn also have a story or two to tell, so take 

your time before heading off to Werris Creek Rail Journeys Museum.  

Facilities in Quirindi: Public Toilets, Cafes, Restaurants, banks, pharmacy, library, Vet, hospital, Pubs, 

Accommodation, Public Pool, Gym, Service Stations, News Agency, Post Office 

The museum is housed in the heritage-listed railway station building and again, takes you right back 

to the railway heydays of this town, with the hustle and bustle of railway workers and trains. Outside 

the museum, you will find the Railway Monument, six stunning statues depicting a railway worker 

each, guarding the list of names of railway workers who died doing their job. 

Facilities: Public Toilets, Restaurants, Cafes, Service Station, News Agency, Pharmacy, Library, Pool, 

Post Office 

 

To end the day, head to Currabubula for a cool ale or an early dinner at the impressive Currabubula 

Pub and Café before heading back to Willow Tree turning onto the Gap Road just out of Werris 

Creek, a scenic drive taking you back to the Kamilaroi Highway, which will lead you to Willow Tree. 

 

Day two: Art and Antiques 

Drive time: 45 minutes in 15-minute lots; about 2km gravel road 

Today starts with breakfast at the Plains Pantry, which is just opposite the Willow Tree Inn, and to 

work off the food we then stroll north to the Random Rural Arts Gallery. Take your time to admire 

the artworks from local as well as non-local artists. Depending on the day, there might be markets 



on, or other activities like the Random Yarners, who meet every Sunday to knit and natter. On 

Tuesdays, you can join the Canasta Players in a game or two! Why not! 

 

Facilities in Willow Tree: Cafes, Restaurants, Public Toilets, Visitor Information 

Next on todays agenda is the Art Shack in Wallabadah. Head north on the New England Highway to 

Wallabadah, in Wallabadah, turn left towards Quirindi, and after 1km turn left into Gaspard Road. 

This is a gravel road, so take care! After 550m, turn left onto Baldocks Road and follow that road to 

the end, where you have arrived at the Art Shack. Here is a good place to have some morning tea 

and chat to Tania about Bush Tucker while admiring the art at the Gallery. If Rodney the farmer is 

about, he can take you on a tour of Rodney’s Rusty Relics – you will be amazed and there are photo 

opportunities galore! 

Facilities at the Art Shack: Café, public toilets 

For Lunch today we suggest Zest- they have daily specials and gluten-free as well as vegetarian 

options. After lunch let’s stroll down the main street and visit the Antique Shops: The Second Hand 

Shop and Rustique Antiques in George Street, and the Lime Door further north in Station Street. 

Head back to Willow Tree for a cool drink at the Inn. Dinner at Graze or if it is Friday or Saturday, 

head down to the Bowling Club on Recreation Road, have a great dinner and meet the locals! You 

can also have a game of bowls if you like! 

 

Day three: Farming 

Today takes you onto a drive through the stunning farming country of the Liverpool Plains. There are 

some gravel roads, and long distances – it might pay off to bring along a take-away coffee and 

morning tea! 

Drive time: 2 hours; ca 15km gravel road 



 

Our farming day starts at Little Willow Lavender Farm, 60 Recreation Road, Willow Tree. Sharon will 

show you their lavender farm and all the lovely products she makes with it. Shopping is allowed! 

Facilities: toilets 

Head back to the Merriwa Road and turn right towards Merriwa. You will now drive through the 

stunning farmland of the Liverpool Plains. Depending on what time of the year it is you will see crops 

of Sorghum at its best in March/April, Cotton in April/May, Canola in August/September, Wheat in 

October/November and Sunflowers in December/January or February/March. These are the showy 

crops, but there is also corn, faba beans and chickpeas grown in the area. But just the breath-taking 

views of never-ending cropping land, dotted with windmills or old sheds and the hills in the distance 

will have you make photo-stops regularly. It is tradition to wave at oncoming traffic, so do partake in 

this friendly gesture and feel like a local! 

If you booked in for a farm-tour at Yarrabah, you will find Neil’s farm about 34.5km on the Merriwa 

Road on your right. Farmer Neil is very passionate about his work and the area and you will learn a 

lot about modern farm practices and hear a joke or two. Take all your newly acquired knowledge on 

the road again and continue your drive, turning right towards Blackville in 1.5km from Yarrabah. 

Blackville is a small farming hamlet “in the middle of nowhere”, with stunning views! There is a small 

school, a hall, a church and a few houses. Drive through Blackville and in the direction of Quirindi. 

Your next stop is Little Kickerbell. You will find it on the Bundella Road, 22km from Blackville on your  

right-hand side. Kathy will show you around the homestead and serve you a fabulous lunch on the 

veranda – life couldn’t be any better!  

 

Facilities: Café, toilets 



After lunch continue your drive on the Bundella Road towards Quirindi. Next stop: Windy Station. 

Turn right onto Windy Road 8.8km from Little Kickerbell and continue driving for 12.2 km. You will 

see the majestic Windy Woolshed right ahead of you. Follow the signage to the parking area, and 

Clare and David will welcome you to their shearing shed and give you an insight of the history as well 

as their future plans for the place. Just soak in the atmosphere and imagine yourself at shearing time 

in the old days! 

Facilities: toilets 

 

A 31 minute drive will take you back to Quirindi. The Heritage Village on the Kamilaroi Highway is 

open Friday to Saturdays and is well worth a visit before heading back to Willow Tree for a rest and 

dinner on your last day of your Liverpool Plains Exploring trip. 

Facilities at the Heritage Village: café, toilets 

All venues are wheelchair accessible with assistance; please contact the venues for further 

information. 

Helpful links: 

Find out all about the Liverpool Plains: www.visitliverpoolplains.com.au  

Subscribe to the sunflower alert to find out when the sunflowers are blooming: 

https://www.visitliverpoolplains.com.au/sunflower-alert  

Little Willow Lavender: https://littlewillowlavender.com.au/  

Graze / Willow Tree Inn: https://www.grazewillowtree.com.au/  

To book a farm tour call the Liverpool Plains Visitor Information Centre 02 6747 1226 
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